FEW RAT TALES.
)} Escitteg Huni i e Sewens of
MNew York

hmm tha writer attended a
hunt in e Ceisl -stieet sewer, New
) ab the invitation of Capt Webb,
Hh—nmp-qul‘lh-
system of the mectropulis Lo
thirey yoars, During his term he
patrolled these wnderground tun-
which now sggregate nearly dve

ENTEAED TEE SEWER [N A BOAT.

» Hb— mspended for the day. The
that of a huge tnunel, the
walls being coated
and gray slime, v
different points here and there;
: glistening with almost reflect-

power, and st others a fuzay or dall
The n wns  very
vy and oppressive, but not at all
s (aecording to the popular con-
) At times there was 4 sour or
 odor, but apon the whole the air
far better thaa is breathed in wany
the poor tenemont bouses in the

Over the bottom of the sewer there
4 a volume of water less than two
in depth. Under the rays of the
n, gloaming over its surface, it
poked black avd forbidding.

Pelag past the midaight hour, when
busigens had ceased. and the city st

fow—as in the daytime—was vis-

was quiet, tha almost
stronen 5t sur feot sceming blacker
ever, and the emrrent went sing-
along, suggestive of the classic
Styx, lmagications of goblins,
snd spivita hovering heve and
, especially at the portals of the
erossing sowers. Bitterly cold
sir, as though ferced

"am with u sound, now and then, like
death svug refrain of some aboripg-
chisftnin, or the faroff wail of ex-
J anfortnnatea
" Thes: ruminations were broken when
i . Wabh, wwho had bervtofors kept
jx erderad a halt We stond still.
:n:bﬂuana hed kung up lantsrps on
detren %o the walls of the tun-
1 tad'l.hm there was encurh light
lmwa forward from the ar-h above to
1 "m oA to s, in the shadows be-
1 what secnyl to us thovsands of
sparks. Soon, however, one's
beenme accustomed to the gloom,
gh which we peersd and comld
; geree’ v Lthe forms of thousands of
ute, thair eyes nll aglow with phos-
i t light, gleaming, giaring and
toward as. As we gazed upon

; -mmmmm me CLUR

;h glared nupon ua They
renilze their peril and sppre-

what~ illmr Mprmu cond ition
{ The string of doga. which up to this
Bime hod been kept in the background
. Bod wers controlled with ao little diffi-
 gnity, wers lot loose and dashed impet-
ously feward toward he bosts of

'. Instantaneous!y there waa o transfor
L soene. The whole atmosphers
l fall of dogs wod mta The
. and bhowis of the canines min-
g wilh the soreafmus and squeals of
1 rodents wais & pandemoninm of the
agpailing cbarscter. In  the
Jimg of a8 ¢ye there was a Lalekl.
amcopie spectacie of indescribahis son-
m in winch the leaping. rushing
B0 s fro, snapping of teeth, enarling,
iplmg. barking and struggling of the
together with the splashing in
water andd the s-reams hiswes and
of the rais, made a choras of
he ?ﬂ""‘l’"‘" The slioem rang J
".nh theees Hidesns woumds as the |
‘Straggle comtisasd, and at times it wun
-|‘ imposmible o distinguish dogs
S t‘wr worung, lenped, |
’ "_03‘. anpped sl nile] ovep !
St ather in e muml contest
a The mest gt we cmid ese wnan
L woir! sort of mersy oo reaned af
’ 'n\ taile, =g, paea, tedih. claws

‘. fur of rats el dogm

‘r'
1

L Meanwhile o witd mvin f the deas
i - t Lmpomate carupe Dy frantiealiy
Ming fr the oniy ontlet, mallopiog

1
Ehl merrarmy b

«g Im tiivie oforts S0 pase
Whers - - lontsl e, tomhilng and
Bingy »l! arcoeml W, 4ith servae

' e Ment ghs in hored
we whe in i et hewn with beary
H i wepeiloss  eiovr snd abw
Neotmy sl Nenry Saoas
|- s o mna Nl ap] deaslsy-e
1 Vo el araine! t ewel e Im
argival of deecrmction  maide

sbors compiete work w=ilh helr

was ssleep, very little of the | large

| tered a shrill, plercing scream, which

natural prey; snd besides What we talled
0 deatroy with our bludgecns vary fow
acaped slacghter. Weooukd net count
the sumber of the slata, but Webb
calculated the death roll w
Waa LA
Eals saunot be doaesticated, but
can Le tamed W & certaim degres,
although by their osture slways shy,
they can be made familiar with these
Claus

size. Its fur was yellow and drab, with
s white bresst and belly, long stiff

fixed upon us, and ss its mouth opened,
now and then, gleaming, long,
pointad teeth were disclosed.
waa a great deal of deliberation
movements of his spproach. His
sapped and flashed as he hopped
baif ran in circles toward us, but
for san instant was his gose directed
from us. [is eyes spoke volumes.

He surveyesd the situation with an in-
telligence worthy of a military bero. He
knew the watchman well, but he was
evidently suspicions of my appearance.
He sat on his haanches, about twenty
feet away from us, and stared and
glared curiously. Fur sway in his rear,
in the shadowy background. could be
dimly seen the forma of others of his
tribe, who, with the exoeption of inad-
vertent squeals, seemed to be awaiting
developments,

The watchman took from his pocket
sn ordinary eomb, which he
with thin paper, and, placiog it next to
his teeth, began vibratory sounds, with
risiog and falling inflections. [nstant-
1y the old rat pricked up his ears as
though listening, and then slowly but
steadily advanced until he entered the
cirele of light. Therenpon and imme-
diately out of the distant gloom, came
into view hordes of rats, of all alzes,
shapes, colors and conditions. The first

all, for all the others surrounded him
sta distance, and seemed to
awalit his ordera. There were thousands

four lmlun. of
than he had ranﬂln rl-uﬂl. "I-‘nr !hlru' yeurs
lr-'-ublc'd with

Cuﬁ! foir Tlenrt troubl
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of them, young and ald. Most of them
remained guiet, but others, presumably
foung oues, cavorted and squealed
far away in the background'
The old king rat suddenly arose
on his hind legs and whirled his
hend to and fro like a marshal review-
ing his forces, and therenpon for a mo-
ment all the others remained motion-
less and quiet. Suddeniy the watch-
man gave a quick, sharp, lond blast on
the comb, whereat the king rodent ut-

was taken up and reiterated from the
throats of his thousands of subjeots.
Thedin that followed was indescriba-
bly horrid —like a chorus of wal's from
the bottomless pit—or, in other words,
lilkke “hell 1ot loose.”™ 1t was a babel of
shrill. earsplitting aqneals and sereams
wenomgh to drive one mad. Even the
old watehman elapped his hands o his
ears. Then he stamped his foot upon
the floor, whereupon the noise ceased
almost as suddenly as it began.

After a short pause he commenced
whistling a soft low minor key tune
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CHEAP

FOR THIRTY DAYS.

Kodaks and Hand Cameras,
Smith Premier Typewriters,
Picture Frames and Mouldings.

MGIC EANTERNS

In Great Varicty.

PERKINS & RIGAMOND,

13 Fountaln St.
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Garments

To my immense amazementsome of the | ~
“surmints” joined with modulated
sgueals and moaos, 84 if in mimiery.,
Then he began to tap the floor with
his club, at which signal the throng of
rodeats commenced to encircle the old
king rat in & processional daoce sod
galop

The Chirysasthomum Beacen.
She—What sort of a flower is this?
Man (who stutters)—It is a chris—an

—~an—chrisan—chria—
She—At that rate the flower will fade
m&l‘m you say what it s —Texas Sift-

Chris Waa Up to the Times.
Teacher—Now, what were Columbus’
first words whea he discovered America?
Johony Politicus—Where am [ s4?

"DREADFUL PSORIASIS

Prepared

award at all Pure Focd
package makes two large pies. Avoid
imitations— and insist on h:vh. the

Makes an every-day convenlence of an
old-time hoxury. Pure and wholesome.
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STUDLEY& BARCLAY'S

RUBBER STORE,

Which will kesp both warm and dry during
the atormy wearher thatis upon us. Wo have
just reecived TWO HUNDRED of thess gar-
ments and thoss who come fvet will have the
best cholos. . We guarantes the quality o be
the very best, and our prices will befound o
be from TEN TO TWENTY PER CENT BET.
TER than can be cbtalned from Clothing and
Dry Goeds stores.  Don’t lorget the pince.

NO. 4 MONROE STREET.

STUDLEY & BARCLAY

GRAND RAPIDS OFFICE.

CHCIED DENTAL ASSOCATION

74 Monroe Street.
Oren AN Hourn, Dav and Night

LV- STEWART, N. D, D. D. S, Manawer
The |nrgest and best equipped orwan!zation
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Fur Rugs.
Sheep Skin Rugs.

Daghestan Wilton
Rugs.

Smyrna Rugsinevery
size.

We will open a bale
of Oriental Rugs on
Tuesday.

Parlor Screens.
Carpet Sweepers.
Hassocks,

Foot Rests,
Blacking Cases, and

A choiceline of Drap-
erles.

All of which make
sensible Christmas
Presents.

Smith & Sanford,
68 Monroe Street.

Il

R the com-

ing Holidays
an elegant line of
goods has been
selected. - Each
and every article
a Novelty, a dis- T

play you will en-
joy-

A. PREUSSER

35 MOROE STREET.

Novelties in
Ringe, Chains,
Jewelry of all
kinds, Precious
Stones, unique
designs in Brace-
lets, Pins, etc.
Rich,elegant pat-
terns in Silver-

ware.
&7 Don't {all 10 see
Epeciacies 5 1
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Kure That Kauf!

DO YOU ENOW

That Dr. Webster's Congh Balsam Is
guarantecs snd is & positive remedy?

DO YOU KNOW

That Dr, Webster's Cough Halsam Is
rflicacioun for the reilef of all throat
sod locipient luak troubies?

DO YOU EKNOW
That Dr. Webster's Cough Paisaa is
preacribed by the best physicisas for
conght, roldn. asthma, bronchitis scd
the Mot stages of copsumption?

DO YOU KNOW
That Dr. Webster's Congh Faleam s
mivetion for weak itnoe and shouid he
weed early before the cough hes got toe
strong & haold om you?

DO YOIT KNOW

That Dr. Welator's Congh Bajeam coste
enly W een'aand In tor saie st

PECK'S DRUG STORE,

Carner Monroa and [vivigian Spreege
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WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED
lh.l.!d

French Neckwear!

for the holidays In Tecks, Puffs and Four-in.

haunds, the same as those that haber-
dashers ask 81,40 for.

OUR PRICE ONE DOLLAR

Also & full ling at 85¢, 50c and 78e.

o

A

In making out your list of Hollday Presents, re-
member the TOWER carries full

HOUSE COATS,

lines ot

COLLARS AND CUFFS,
NIGHT ROBES,
UMBRELLAS,
GLOVES AND MITTENS,
JEWELRY,
SILK AND LINEN
HANDKERCHIEFS,
MUFFLERS, UNDERWEAR
MACKINTOSHES,

SUSPENDERS,

TRAVELING BAGS,
CANES, ETC, ETC,

and the finest line of Headgear in

the city.

We shall make things lively in our Overcoat

and Men’'s Suit Department next week. Look for

local announcements tomorrow.

Hudson’s Tower Clothing Co

CLOSING 00T SALE

AT THE

COLUMBIA SHOE STORE

125 MONROE STREET.

P o -

Ourrentire stock of Ladies’ Men's and Children's Boots,
Shoes and Rubbers must be closed out whithin thirty days on
account of a change in the firm.

This stock which is new, fresh and stylish, having

been

bought for this fall and winters trade consists of some of the
best known and celebrated makes such as Edwin C. Bart's,
New York; John Kelly, Rochester; Eddy & Websters, Roches-

ter; F, Sturz, New Y.

; W. L. Douglas,

rockton Mass.; C. M.

Henderson, Chicago; and will be slaughtered right and left re-

less of cost or value.

It will be to your own interest to avail yourself of suck a

rare chance to get genuine bargains as such anm
ity may hever occur again

un-
Remember that the entire

stock must be disposed of within thirty days, you will do well to
those phenomenal

come at once and secure some of

bargains

before the stock and sizes are broken up.

COLUMBIA SHOE STORE 1256 MONROE 8!

HOLIDAY
GIFTS.

J. C. HERNKNER

JEWELRY CO,,
5 MONROE STREET.

|

OPEN EVENINGS THIS WEEK. ||

HRISTMAS shopping is a

burden only when it is
postponed until Christmas
Eve. Early in December it is
easy and pleasurable. The as-
sortment of carcfully selected
novelties is then fullest. Itis
then that the rarest and best
articles are to be found.
Selections made at an early
date will be held as advised and
prom ptly delivered at the spe-
fied time.

SPROUL & M<GURRIN

Plumbing, Steam = Hot Water Heafing

HOT AIR FURNACES,
- MANTELS, CRATES AND TILING, CAS ASD ELECTRIC FIXTURES
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